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duties on spirits take off the penny on the Income issi.
Tax, which he had imposed the year before, reducing ^e Budget.
it from sixpence to fivepenee in the pound. Mr. Abolition of
Cllilders and Lord Northbrook were more fortunate floggmg-
in being able to announce that the odious punish-
ment of flogging had been finally and for all pur-
poses abolished in the Army and Navy. But the
most important piece of legislation in 1881, next
to the Irish Land Act, was the work of a private
Member. The relation of newspapers to the Law
of Libel had long been difficult and uncertain.
The Queen's Bench Division had decided in the newspaper
case of Wason v. Walter1 that a report of pro- Llbel Act*
ceedings in Parliament, like the report of a trial
in a Court of Law, was not actionable, though it
contained libels upon individuals, and that fair
comments upon it might also be published with
impunity. It was otherwise, however, with the
report of a public meeting, where the speakers
themselves had no privilege, and therefore those
who reported them could have none either. Thus
the proprietor of a newspaper might be liable
in, heavy damages for stating that one vestryman
called another a thief, unless, though he knew
nothing about the matter, he could prove that
the charge was true. This absurdity had hitherto
been tolerated, and even defended, on the ground
that a charge which Was comparatively harmless if
made to twenty people in a room became serious,
perhaps ruinous, when printed in fifty thousand
copies of a popular journal Civil or criminal pro-
ceedings might be taken by the party aggrieved,
and the defendant might be sentenced to inaprison-
xnent without the option of a fine. Although
newspapers are not popular, even with those who
derive from them all their political ideas, the gross
injustice of such a law could not be seriously denied,

* L.R..4Q.B.D. p. 73.
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